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PURPOSE: 
 
The Board of Education (Board) believes in the basic principle that academic rigor and the 
opportunity to accelerate learning are powerful motivators for students to meet intellectual 
challenges and excel in the academic environment. The Board supports advanced courses 
and programs that promote academic acceleration. All students at the high school level will 
be provided an opportunity to participate in a rigorous and academically challenging 
curriculum.  
 
The Board encourages students to pursue rigorous, challenging academic coursework such 
as, but not limited to, honors classes, dual enrollment, dual credit, advanced placement 
classes, International Baccalaureate courses, and the Cambridge International program.  
 
The Board, to encourage student participation in advanced courses or programs, will 
communicate information about advanced courses or programs to students and parents; 
offer district-wide counseling to students about the benefits of advanced level courses and 
programs; and annually report on district progress toward increasing students’ readiness 
and participation for advanced courses or programs.  
 
The benefits of advanced coursework opportunities are not limited to one particular model.  
 
DEFINITIONS:  
 
An “advanced course or program” is defined as an honors class, advanced placement class, 
international baccalaureate program, Cambridge International program, dual enrollment, 
dual credit, early college or any other advanced or accelerated course or program offered 
by the Board of Education in grades 9-12, inclusive.  
 

 
“Prior academic performance” means the course or courses that a student has taken, the 
grades received for each course, and a student’s grade point average. 
 
PROCEDURES/CRITERIA/GUIDING PRINCIPLES: 
 
The following district and school-level principles will contribute to fostering greater equity 
in student participation in advanced courses or programs: 
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1. Provide a course sequence and foundation-building in earlier grades, ensuring high 

expectations for all students, that makes later advanced coursework a viable option;  

2. Create multiple access points to advanced courses and programs, allowing students 
to access these programs at various points of their high-school experience;  

3. Use only enrollment access criteria that are educationally necessary;  

4. Use multiple methods by which a student may satisfy eligibility criteria for 
enrollment, including but not limited to:  
a. recommendations from teachers, administrators, school counselors, or other 

school personnel;  
b. criteria not exclusively based on a student’s prior academic performance;  
c. use of a student’s prior academic performance should rely on evidence-based 

indicators of how a student will perform in an advanced course or program;  
d. GPA improvement over time;  
e. scoring near benchmark on local assessments;  
f. student interests and persistence.  
 

5. Offer a robust set of student supports, which can include tutoring, access to 
technology, and support from school counselors, that help all students succeed in 
advanced courses or programs; and  

6. Publish and disseminate materials that encourage all students to participate in 
advanced courses and programs and making these materials available in multiple 
languages.  
 
 

This equitable course enrollment policy is based on rigorous learning opportunities for all 
students in elementary and middle grades.  High school students willing to accept the 
challenge of a rigorous academic curriculum shall be admitted to an advanced course or 
program as defined in this policy. 
 
District administrators and guidance counselors shall advise students and 
parents/guardians of the opportunity to participate in advanced courses or programs as 
defined in this policy. When students’ success plans are prepared and revised, the academic 
component shall include appropriate preparatory courses and advanced course and 
program participation. Teachers shall also encourage students to take challenging courses. 
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The Board seeks an equitable course enrollment policy that limits prerequisites and 
entrance requirements to those that are directly related to a student’s potential for success.  
 
Advanced courses or programs must comply with applicable district policies and state 
standards and this policy must be in accordance with SDE promulgated guidance.  
 
The Superintendent or his/her designee shall ensure the development and/or identification 
of program stipulations, eligibility criteria, student attendance and discipline 
standards/expectations and criteria for continuation in advanced courses or programs, and 
shall ensure the development and/or identification of procedures for students encountering 
difficulty and/or wishing to drop advanced courses.  
 
EVALUATION:  
 
The Board will review annually data on student participation in advanced courses or 
programs, the data shall be disaggregated by gender, ethnicity, and free/reduced lunch 
participation. Such data will be used during the planning process for course and program 
offerings in the upcoming school year.  
 
 
LEGAL REFERENCE: CONNECTICUT GENERAL STATUTES  

P.A. 21-199 SECTION 3  
10-221R ADVANCED PLACEMENT COURSE PROGRAM. 
GUIDELINES.  
DISTRICT GUIDANCE FOR DEVELOPING AN  
ADVANCED COURSE PARTICIPATION POLICY 

 
 



 

 

  
 


